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New omicron variant stokes world fears, triggers travel bans 






By RAF CASERT 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The dis- 
covery of a new corona- 
virus variant sent a_ chill 
through much of the world 
Friday as nations raced to 
halt air travel, markets fell 
sharply and scientists held 
emergency meetings fo 
weigh the exact risks, which 
were largely unknown.A 
World Health Organization 
panel named the variant 
“omicron" and classified it 
as a highly transmissible vi- 
rus of concern, the same 
category that includes the 
delta variant, the world's 
most prevalent. The panel 
said early evidence sug- 
gests an increased risk of 
reinfection. 

In response, the United 
States joined the European 
Union and several other 
countries in instituting travel 
restrictions on visitors from 
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southern Africa. 
The White House said the 
U.S. will restrict travel from 
South Africa and seven 
other countries in the re- 
gion beginning Monday. It 
did not give details except 
to say the restrictions will 
not apply to returning U.S. 
citizens or permanent resi- 
dents, who will continue to 
be required fo test nega- 
tive before their travel. 
Medical experts, including 
the WHO, warned against 
any overreaction before 
the variant that originat- 
ed in southern Africa was 
better understood. But a 
jittery world feared the 
worst nearly two years af- 
ter COVID-19 emerged 
and triggered a pandemic 
that has killed more than 5 
million people around the 
globe. 

Continued on page 5 
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American Airlines passenger jets prepare for departure, Wednesday, July 21, 2021, near a termi- 
nal at Boston Logan International Airport, in Boston. 
Associated Press 
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South Carolina abortion appellate hearing moved to January 


, 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Ap- 
pellate arguments over a 
lawsuit challenging South 
Carolina's abortion law 
have been pushed into the 
new year. 

Oral arguments in the 
case had originally been 
planned for next month, but 
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals has rescheduled 
them for the last week in 
January, according to an 
order from the court. Earlier 
this week, attorneys for the 
state also requested that 
the case be heard toward 
the end of that week, due 
to a scheduling conflict. 
Planned Parenthood Is su- 
ing South Carolina to over 
the measure, which was 
signed into law by Repub- 
lican Gov. Henry McMas- 
ter earlier this year and re- 
quires doctors to perform 
ultrasounds to check for a 
so-called "fetal heartbeat.’ 
If cardiac activity — which 
can typically be detected 
about six weeks into preg- 
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South Carolina Gov. Henny McMaster holds up a bill banning almost all abortions in the state aier 


he signed it into law on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2021, in Columbia, S.C. 


nancy — is detected, the 
abortion can only be per- 
formed if the pregnancy 
was caused by rape or in- 
cest, or if the mother's life is 
In danger. 


Opponents have argued 
many women do not know 
they are pregnant aft six 
weeks. And, they argue, 
with such an early dead- 
line, the law gives wom- 


Associated Press 


en little time to consider 
whether to have an abor- 
tion. 

Medical experts say the 
cardiac activity is not an 
actual heartbeat but rath- 


er an initial flutter of electric 
activity within cells in an 
embryo. 

They say the heart doesn't 
begin to form until the fetus 
is at least nine weeks old, 
and they decry efforts to 
promote abortion bans by 
relying on medical inaccu- 
racies. 

The 4th Circuit had original- 
ly planned to hear the case 
the week of Dec. 6. That's 
a week after the U.S. Su- 
oreme Court hears a chal- 
lenge to Mississippi's new 
abortion law. South Caroli- 
na's law has been blocked, 
pending the outcome of 
that legal challenge.Missis- 
slop! wants the high court 
to uphold its ban on most 
abortions after the 15th 
week of pregnancy, telling 
the court if should overrule 
the landmark Roe v. Wade 
decision guaranteeing a 
woman's right to an abor- 
tion, and the 1992 decision 
in Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey that prevents states 
from banning abortion be- 
fore viability.) 
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Biden sets out oil, gas leasing reform, stops short of ban 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration on 
Friday recommended an 
overhaul of the nation's oil 
and gas leasing program 
to limit areas available ar- 
eas for energy develop- 
ment and raise costs for oll 
and gas companies to drill 
on public land and water. 
The long-awaited report 
by the Interior Department 
stops short of recommend- 
ing an end to oil and gas 
leasing on public lands, 
as many. environmental 
groups have urged. But of- 
ficials said the report would 
lead to a more responsible 
leasing process that pro- 
vides a better return to U.S. 
taxpayers. 

“Our nation faces a pro- 
found climate crisis that 
is impacting every Ameri- 
can," Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland said in a state- 
ment, adding that the new 
report's recommendations 
will mitigate worsening 
climate change impacts 
“while staying steadfast in 
the pursuit of environmen- 
tal justice." 

The report completes a re- 
view ordered in January by 
President Joe Biden, who 
directed a pause in fed- 
eral oil and gas lease sales 
in his first days in office, cit- 
ing worries about climate 
change. 

The moratorium drew sharp 
criticism from congressional 
Republicans and the oll in- 
dustry, even as many en- 
vironmentalists and Dem- 
ocrats said Biden should 
make the leasing pause 
permanent. 

The new report seeks a 
middle ground that would 
continue the multibillion- 
dollar leasing program 
while reforming it to end 
what many officials con- 
sider overly favorable terms 
for the industry. 

The report recommends 
hiking federal royalty rates 
for oil and gas drilling, which 
have not been raised for 
100 years. The federal rate 
of 12.5 percent that devel- 
opers must pay to drill on 
public lands is significantly 
lower than many states 
and private landowners 
charge for drilling leases on 
state or private lands. 

The report also said the gov- 
ernment should consider 





A flare burns natural gas at an oil well Aug. 26, 2021, in Watford City, N.D. 


raising bond payments that 
energy companies must 
set aside for future cleanup 
before they drill new wells. 
Bond rates have not been 
increased in decades, the 
report said. 

The Bureau of Land Man- 
agement, an Interior De- 
partment agency, should 
focus potential leasing on 
areas that have high po- 
tential for oil and gas re- 
sources and are in proxim- 
ity to existing oil and gas in- 
frastructure, the report said. 
The White House declined 
to comment Friday, refer- 
ring questions to Interior. 
The federal leasing pro- 
gram has drawn renewed 
focus in recent weeks as 
gasoline prices have sky- 
rocketed and Republicans 
complained that Biden pol- 
icles, including the leasing 
moratorium, rejection of 
the Keystone XL oil pipeline 
and a ban on oil leasing 
in Alaska's Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, contribut- 
ed to the price spike. 

Biden on Tuesday ordered 
a record 50 million barrels 
of oil released from Ameri- 
ca's strategic reserve, aim- 
ing to bring down gas pric- 
es amid concerns about 
inflation. Gasoline prices 
are at about $3.40 a gallon, 
more than 50% higher than 
a year ago, according to 
the American Automobile 
Association. 

The Biden administration 


conducted a lease sale on 
federal oil and gas reserves 
in the Gulf of Mexico last 
week, after attorneys gen- 
eral from Republican-led 
states successfully sued in 
federal court fo lift the sus- 
pension on federal oil and 
gas sales that Biden im- 
posed when he took office. 
Energy companies includ- 
ing Shell, BP, Chevron and 
ExxonMobil offered a com- 
bined $192 million for off- 
shore drilling rights in the 
Gulf, highlighting the hur- 
dles Biden faces to reach 
climate goals dependent 
on deep cuts in fossil fuel 
emissions. 

The leases will take years to 
develop, meaning oil com- 
panies could keep produc- 
ing crude long past 2030, 
when Biden has set a goal 
to lower greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 50%, 
compared with 2005 lev- 
els. Scientists say the world 
needs to be well on the 
way to that goal over the 
next decade to avoid cat- 
astrophic climate change. 
Yet even as Biden has 
tried to cajole other world 
leaders into strengthen- 
ing efforts against global 
warming, including at this 
month's U.N/ climate talks 
in Scotland, he's had dif- 
ficulty gaining ground on 
climate issues at home. 
The administration has pro- 
posed another round of oil 
and gas sales early next 
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year in Wyoming, Colo- 
rado, Montana and other 
states. Interior Department 
officials proceeded despite 
concluding that burning 
the fuels could lead to bil- 
lions of dollars in potential 
future climate damages. 
Emissions from burning and 
extracting fossil fuels from 
public lands and waters 
account for about a quar- 
ter of U.S. carbon dioxide 
emissions, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 
Environmentalists hailed 
the report's recommenda- 
tion to raise royalty rates, 
but some groups said the 
report falls short of action 
needed to address the cli- 
mate crisis. 

‘Today's report is a com- 
plete failure of the climate 
leadership that our world 
desperately needs," said 
Taylor McKinnon of the 
Center for Biological Di- 
versity, an environmental 
group. 

The report "presumes more 
fossil fuel leasing that our 
climate can't afford" and 
abandons Biden's cam- 
padign promise to stop new 
oil and gas leasing on pub- 
lic lands, McKinnon said. 
The American Petroleum 
Institute, the top lobbying 
group for the oil industry, 
said Interior was proposing 
to "increase costs on Ameri- 
can energy develooment 
with no clear roadmap for 
the future of federal leas- 


Ing... 

Other groups were more 
Upbeat. 

"This report makes an in- 
credibly compelling case 
both economically and 
ecologically for bringing 
the federal oil and gas 
leasing program into the 
21st century," said Col- 
lin O'Mara, president and 
CEO of the National Wildlife 
Federation. '"Enacting these 
overdue reforms will ensure 
taxpayers, communities 
and wildlife are no longer 
harmed by below-market 
rates, insufficient protec- 
tions and poor planning." 
The wildlife federation and 
other groups urged the 
Senate to include reforms 
to the oil and gas program 
in Biden's sweeping social 
and environmental policy 
bill. Many reforms, includ- 
ing an end to drilling in the 
Arctic refuge and a ban on 
offshore drilling along the 
Atlantic and Pacific Coasts 
and the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico, were included in a 
House version of the bill ap- 
oroved last week. 

Jennifer Rokala, executive 
director of the left-leaning 
Center for Western Priori- 
ties, said the report "pro- 
vides a critical roadmap to 
ensure drilling decisions on 
public lands take into ac- 
count (climate) impacts on 
our land, water and wild- 
life, while ensuring a fair re- 
turn for taxpayers." 
Republicans called the re- 
port a continuation of what 
they call Biden's war on do- 
mestic energy production. 
While the report hides be- 
hind language of '"neces- 
sary reforms" and royalty 
rates adjustments, "we 
know the real story," said 
Arkansas Rep. Bruce Wes- 
terman, the top Republi- 
can on the House Natural 
Resources Committee. 

The Biden administration 
“will bog small energy com- 
panies down in years of 
regulatory gridlock, place 
millions of acres of resourc- 
es-rich land under lock and 
key (and) ignore local in- 
out," Westerman said. "“Ulti- 
mately, the American con- 
sumer will pay the price. 
Look no further than the 
skyrocketing prices you are 
already paying at the gas 
pump."L) 
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Georgia outlines lado to | i ad slow pace of rental help 


By SUDHIN THANAWALA 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — Georgia 
Officials struggling to dis- 
tribute federal funds to 
prevent evictions have 
outlined plans to increase 
the soeed at which they 
get the money to landlords 
and renters. 

The improvement — plans 
were submitted last week 
to the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury. If they are not 
approved, the state risks 
losing some of the $550 mil- 
lion it was allocated in a first 
round of federal rental aid. 
State officials overseeing 
the rental disbursements 
are developing a tool to 
easily check whether rent- 
ers already got helo and 
turning to colleges and 
Universities for workers on 
evenings and weekends, 
Patrick Farr, director of the 
state Office of Planning & 
Budget said in the improve- 
ment plan dated Nov. 15. 
They are also expanding 
efforts to raise awareness 
about the funding. 

‘The GRA program un- 
derstands the urgency of 
providing rental and utility 
assistance to tenants, land- 
lords and utility providers as 
quickly as possible through- 
out the state," Farr said. 
Georgia is under pressure 
to improve its distribution of 
rental assistance. 

By mid-November, less than 
10 percent of the $550 mil- 
lion had gone out to help 
state residents struggling 
with rent or utility payments 
during the pandemic. The 
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Bruce Marks, CEO of the Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America, speaks at a rally on 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021 in Atlanta demanding Georgia officials speed up the distribution of rental 


assistance. 


money is part of $46.5 bil- 
lion in rental assistance that 
Congress approved for U.S. 
communities, including an- 
other $437 million for Geor- 
gia. 

Nationally, more — than 
$10 billion had gone out 
through Sept. 30, with the 
pace of spending picking 
Up through the summer, 
according to the Treasury 
department. Officials cred- 
it that money with helping 
avert a wave of evictions 
after the U.S. Supreme 
Court in late August al- 
lowed evictions to resume. 
But treasury officials could 
claw back some of the 


money from slower places 
such as Georgia and real- 
locate it to jurisdictions that 
have gotten it out to ten- 
ants and landlords faster. 
More than 30 states could 
be at risk of losing funds, 
according to a report this 
month by the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition. 

But the report singled out 
Georgia, Ohio, Arizona and 
Tennessee for their slow dis- 
bursement of aid and large 
populations of renters. Most 
states had spent more 
than 10 percent of their 
first round of allocations 
by the end of September, 
and that number climbed 
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to between 71% and 90% in 
four high-performing states: 
New York, California, Illinois, 
and New Jersey, accord- 
ing to the report. 

An email to the Treasury 
department on Friday to 
check on the. status of 
Georgia's improvement 
plan was not immediately 
returned. 

Tenants facing eviction in 
Georgia said at a protest 
last week that they have 
struggled to reach officials 
at the Georgia agency 
administering the rental as- 
sistance program, faced 
onerous requests for addi- 
tional documentation and 


been bounced to other 
agencies. 

In its plan to the Treasury 
Department, the state said 
it has steadily improved the 
pace at which it processes 
applications for help, and it 
projected increases in the 
number of households it will 
serve — and the amount 
of money if will distribute 
— in each of the next few 
months. 

It had approximately 33,000 
applications pending pay- 
ment as of Nov. 12 and 
anticipated they would 
require about $200 million 
Under its average payment 
per applicant of $6,300. 
Bruce Marks, CEO of the 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Corporation of America, 
said many of the mea- 
sures in the state's improve- 
ment plan should have 
been implemented months 
ago. NACA organized last 
week's protest. 

"This is basic stuff," he said. 
State officials said they 
faced numerous obstacles 
implementing the — pro- 
gram, including changing 
guidance from federal offi- 
cials and an electronic por- 
tal that required constant 
Updates. 

Other places in the state 
received their own set of 
rental funds, and the state 
was initially not processing 
applications from those ju- 
risdictions. But if exoanded 
eligibility to the entire state 
in August, which required a 
tool fo ensure benefits were 
not duplicated, state offi- 
cials said.) 





Judge denies Seminole Tribe's stay on gambling expansion 


HOLLYWOOD, Fla. (AP) — A fea- 
eral district judge rejected a stay 
requested by the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida late Wednesday after 
an earlier ruling blocked the tribe's 
deal with the state to expand 
gambling and online sports betting 
statewide. 

Attorneys for the Seminoles argued 
the tribe would lose significant rev- 
enue from online sports betting, 
saying some of the money would 
be used to fund tribe programs. 
But U.S. District Court Judge Dab- 
ney Friedrich rejected the request, 
saying the tribe hadn't shown that 
it would be irreparably harmed if a 
stay were not granted. 

However, the Sun Sentinel report- 


ed Thursday that the Hard Rock 
Sportsbook app was still operating 
and accepting bets. The app be- 
gan accepting bets Nov. 1. 

IN a ruling late Monday, U.S. Dis- 
trict Court Judge Dabney Fried- 
rich found that the multibillion dol- 
lar agreement between the state 
and tribe allowing online betting 
violated a federal rule that requires 
a person to be physically on tribal 
land when wagering. The lawsuit, 
filed by non-Indian casino Owners 
in Florida, challenged the approv- 
al of the agreement by the USS. 
Department of the Interior, which 
oversees tribal gambling opera- 
tions. The state and tribe had ar- 
gued that because the computer 


servers processing the bets would 
be on tribal lands, bettors could 
wager from their phone or kiosks at 
race tracks and non-Indian casinos 
anywhere in the state and meet 
the federal standard. 

But Judge Friedrich called that "fic- 
tion” in her earlier ruling. 

The agreement made Florida— for 
a time — the latest state to legalize 
sports gambling since a 2018 Su- 
preme Court ruling. It lifted a fed- 
eral ban on such wagering outside 
Nevada and a few other states. To- 
day, about half the states and the 
District of Columbia have legalized 
betting on sports in some form. 

The judge, who was appointed 
to the District of Columbia Circuit 


Court in 2017 by former President 
Donald Trump, also noted that a 
2018 state constitutional amend- 
ment passed overwhelmingly by 
voters requires any expansion of 
gambling outside of tribal lands be 
approved by voters. 

The judge's decision also blocks 
the tribe from adding roulette and 
craps fo its Florida casinos — which 
may have allowed non-Indian ca- 
sinos to do the same. 

Republican Florida Gov. Ron De- 
Santis had worked out the com- 
pact with the tribe earlier this year 
and the GOP-controlled legislature 
approved it soon after, with the 
state potentially receiving $20 bil- 
lion over the next 30 years.) 
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Continued from Front 

"We must move quickly 
and at the earliest possi- 
ble moment," British Health 
Secretary Sajid Javid told 
lawmakers. 

There was no immediate 
indication whether the vari- 
ant causes more severe 
disease. As with other vari- 
ants, some infected people 
display no symptoms, South 
African experts said. The 
WHO panel drew from the 
Greek alohabet in naming 
the variant omicron, as it 
has done with earlier, major 
variants of the virus. 

Even though some of the 
genetic changes appear 
worrisome, if was unclear 
if the new variant would 
pose a significant public 
health threat. Some previ- 
ous variants, like the beta 
variant, initially concerned 
scientists but did not soread 
very far. 

The 27-nation European 
Union imposed a tempo- 
rary ban on air travel from 
southern Africa, and stocks 
tumbled in Asia, Europe 
and the United States. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age dropped more than 
1,000 points. The S&P 500 
index was down 2.3%, on 
pace for its worst day since 
February. The price of oll 
plunged nearly 12%. 

"The last thing we need Is to 
bring in a new variant that 
will cause even more prob- 
lems," German Health Min- 
ister Jens Soahn said. The 
member nations of the EU 
have experienced a mas- 
sive spike in cases recently. 
EU Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen said 
flights will have fo "be sus- 
oended until we have a 
clear understanding about 
the danger posed by this 
new variant, and travelers 
returning from this region 
should respect strict quar- 
antine rules." 

She insisted on extreme 
caution, warning that "mu- 
tations could lead to the 
emergence and spread 
of even more concerning 
variants of the virus that 
could spread worldwide 
within a few months." 
Belgium became the first 
European Union country 
tO announce a case of 
the variant. ‘It's a = suspl- 
cious variant," Health Min- 
ister Frank Vandenbroucke 
said. "We don't know if it's a 
very dangerous variant." 
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A departures screen displays a cancelled flight to Johannesburg and a message to contact the 
airline for a scheduled flight to Capetown, at London's Heathrow Airport, Friday, Nov. 26, 2021. 


It has yet fo be detected 
in the United States, said 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
U.S. government's top in- 
fectious disease expert. 
Abroad, the variant "seems 
to be spreading at a rea- 
sonably rapid rate," he told 
CNN. And although it may 
be more transmissible and 
resistant to vaccines than 
other variants, “we don't 
know that for sure right 
now. 

Showing how complicat- 
ed the spread of a variant 
can be, the Belgian case 
involved a traveler who 
returned to Belgium from 
Egypt on Nov. 11 but did 
not became sick with mild 
symptoms until Monday, 
according to professor 
Marc Van Ranst, who works 
for the scientific group over- 
seeing the Belgian govern- 
ments COVID-19 response. 
Israel, one of the world's 
most vaccinated countries, 
announced Friday that It 
also detected its first case 
of the new variant in a 
traveler who returned from 
Malawi. The traveler and 
two other suspected cases 
were placed in isolation. Is- 
rael said all three were vac- 
cinated, but officials were 
looking into the travelers’ 
exact vaccination status. 
After a 10-hour overnight 
trip, passengers aboard 
KLM Flight 598 from Cape- 
town, South Africa, to Am- 
sterdam were held on the 
edge of the runway Friday 
morning at Schiphol air- 
port for four hours pending 











Associated Press 


special testing. Passengers 
aboard a flight from Johan- 
nesburg were also being 
isolated and tested. 

"It's ridiculous. If we didn't 
catch the dreaded bugger 
before, we're catching it 
now, said passenger Fran- 
cesca de' Medici, a Rome- 
based art consulfant who 
was on the flight. 

Some experts said the vari- 
ant's emergence illustrated 
how rich countries’ hoard- 
ing of vaccines threatens 
to prolong the pandemic. 
Fewer than 6% of people in 
Africa have been fully im- 
munized against COVID-19, 
and millions of health work- 
ers and vulnerable popula- 
tions have yet to receive a 
single dose. Those condi- 
tions can soeed up spread 
of the virus, offering more 
opportunities for it fo evolve 
into a dangerous variant.) 
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NATO chief warns Russia of ‘costs’ if it moves on Ukraine 


om 


BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO 
Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg warned Russia 
Friday that any attempt to 
invade Ukraine would have 
costs, as concern mounts 
about a Russian military 
builduo near its former So- 
viet neighbor's borders. 
Ukraine says Moscow kept 
about 90,000 troops near 
their common border fol- 
lowing massive war games 
in western Russia earlier this 
year. The Ukrainian Defense 
Ministry said units of the Rus- 
sian 41st army remain near 
Yelnya, about 260 kilome- 
ters (160 miles) north of the 
border. 

Moscow denies that it's 
planning any invasion and 
refuses to provide details 
about troop movements 
on Its own fterritory. 

"If Russia uses force against 
Ukraine that will have costs, 
that would have conse- 
quences," Stoltenberg said, 
ahead of a meeting of the 
30-nation military organi- 
zation's foreign ministers 
in Latvia Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 
where Russia's activities will 
be high on the agenda. 
He did not say what those 
costs would be. 

"This is the second time 
this year that Russia has 
amassed a large and un- 





NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks to the press ahead of a meeting of NATO For- 
eign Affairs Ministers to be held on Nov. 30-Dec.1, at the NATO headquarters, in Brussels, Belgium, 


Friday, Nov. 26, 2021. 


Usual concentration of 
forces in the region," Stol- 
tenberg told reporters. He 
said it includes tanks, artil- 
lery, armored units, drones, 
and electronic warfare 
systems, as well as combat- 
ready troops. 

"This military buildup — is 
Unprovoked and unex- 
plained. It raises tensions 
and it risks miscalculations," 


Stoltenberg said. He con- 
ceded that "there is no 
certainty about the inten- 
tions of Russia" but said that 
this is a military buildup by 
a country that has invaded 
Ukraine before." 

Russia annexed Ukraine's 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 
after the country's Mos- 
cow-friendly president was 
driven from power by mass 
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orotests. Weeks later, Russia 
threw its weight behind a 
separatist insurgency that 
broke out in Ukraine's east. 
Ukraine and the West ac- 
cused Russia of sending 
its troops and weapons to 
back the rebels. Moscow 
denied that, saying that 
Russians who joined the 
separatists were volunteers. 
More than 14,000 people 


have died in the fighting 
that devastated Ukraine's 
eastern industrial heartland 
known as Donbas. 

A 2015 peace agreement 
brokered by France and 
Germany heloed = end 
large-scale battles, but ef- 
forts to reach a political 
settlement have failed and 
sooradic skirmishes have 
continued along the tense 
line of contact. 

NATO would not be able 
to provide Ukraine with any 
substantial military support 
in time to make a differ- 
ence against Russian forc- 
es, SO economic measures 
like Western sanctions are 
more likely to be used to 
inflict a financial cost on 
Moscow. 

In Washington, the State 
Department's top official 
for European and Eurasian 
affairs, Karen Donfried, told 
reporters that assessments 
of Russia's military buildup 
near Ukraine will be on the 
agenda next week when 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken visits Latvia, and 
then travels to Sweden for 
a meeting of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe. She gave 
no indication whether Blink- 
en would propose new U.S. 
or allied actions.L]} 


Protesters break into Lebanese ministry as crisis deepens 
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Children search for valuables in the serbages next to a market in 
Beirut, Lebanon, Monday, April 12, 2021. 


BEIRUT (AP) — A _ small 
group of protesters broke 
into a ministry building in 
Beirut early on Friday and 
removed a photo of the 
president from one of its 
main rooms, as the Leba- 
nese pound hit a new low 
amid a worsening €Cco- 


Associated Press 


nomic and political stale- 
mate. 

The protesters who entered 
the Ministry of Social Affairs 
said conditions in crisis-hit 
Lebanon have become 
Unbearable as a result of 
the rapid economic col- 
lapse and ongoing crash of 


the pound, which reached 
25,100 to the dollar. The 
orevious record was 25,000. 
Prices have been skyrock- 
eting In recent weeks as 
the government lifted sub- 
sidies on fuel and some 
medicines, making them 
out of reach for many in 
Lebanon. Some three quar- 
ters of the population of 6 
million, including a million 
Syrian refugees, now live 
In poverty. The minimum 
monthly wage is now worth 
about $27. 

Protesters have blamed 
the ministry for sluggishness 
IN issuINg ration cards that 
are supposed fo give poor 
families monthly financial 
aid. 

The protesters broke into 
the meeting room at the 
ministry and turned a 
framed picture of President 
Michel Aoun upside down 
before removing it. 


They replaced if with a 
banner in Arabic that read 
"revolutionaries of October 
17. 

The protesters were refer- 
ring to the start of nation- 
wide protests in October 
2019 against the coun- 
try's ruling class. They are 
blamed for decades of 
corruption and misman- 
agement that threw the 
small nation into the worst 
economic and _ financial 
crisis in its modern history. 
"Those who usurped public 
money cannot conduct re- 
forms," shouted one of the 
protesters before leaving 
the building following po- 
lice intervention. "We have 
hit rock bottom. Things can- 
not get worse." 

The crisis has been made 
worse by the coronavirus 
and the August 2020 ex- 
plosion in Beirut's port that 
killed 216 people, injured 


more than 6,000 and de- 
stroyed parts of the capital. 
The Cabinet, formed in Sep- 
tember after a 13-month 
vacuum, has not met in 
more than six weeks amid 
deep divisions between ri- 
val groups over the judge 
leading the investigation 
into the port blast. Com- 
ments by a government 
minister that triggered a 
diplomatic row with oil-rich 
Gulf Arab nations have 
added to the acrimony. 

In other parts of the coun- 
try, protesters placed post- 
ers that read "the mafia 
that destroyed the Leba- 
nese pound" outside some 
branches of local banks, 
the state-run National News 
Agency said. 

For the past two years, local 
lenders have imposed in- 
formal capital controls that 
prevent many people from 
accessing their savings.) 
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Thai chain's cannabis pizza: lrendy but won't get you high 


a 


By CHALIDA  EKVITTHAY- 
AVECHNUKUL 

Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — One of 
Thailand's major fast food 
chains has been promoting 
its "Crazy Happy Pizza" this 
month, an under-the-radar 
product topped with a 
cannabis leaf. It's legal but 
won't get you high. 
Veterans of the backpack- 
er trail, familiar with the 
legendary pizza parlors of 
neighboring Cambodia's 
capital Phnom Penh that 
offer powerful marijuana 
as an optional condi- 
ment, might feel downright 
cheated. 

“Of course, they cannot 
get high," Panusak Suensat- 
boon, general manager of 
The Pizza Company, said in 
an interview this week. ‘It's 
just a marketing campaign. 
and you can taste the can- 
nabis and then if you have 
enough, you maybe get a 
bit sleepy." 

The Crazy Happy Pizza Is a 
mashup of toppings evok- 
ing the flavors of Thailand's 
famous Tom Yum Gai soup 
along with a deep-fried 
cannabis leaf on top. Can- 
nabis is also infused into the 
cheese crust and there's 
chopped cannabis in the 
dipping sauce. A 9-inch 
pie costs 499 baht (about 
$15). Customers  prefer- 
ring a do-it-yourself variety 
can choose their own top- 
pings, with a 100 baht ($3) 
surcharge for two or three 
cannabis leaves. 





A staff member decorates a pizza with a deep fried cannabis leaf at a restaurant in Bangkok, 


Thailand on Nov. 24, 2021. 


The cannabis plant has 
been used for two major 
ourooses: as hemp for mak- 
ing rope and clothing, and 
as an intoxicating drug, 
known as pot, ganja and 
dagga. 

In recent years, a kind of 
middle-ground product 
has emerged: cannabidiol, 
or CBD, a chemical found 
in cannabis that can be 
processed Into what Is tout- 
ed as a cure-all medicine. 
CBD can be separated out 
from tetrahydrocannabi- 
nol -- THC -- the chemical 
In cannabis that produces 
marijuana's high. 

CBD has legitimized prod- 
ucts made with cannabis, 
drawing on the mystique 


of marijuana without flout- 
ing the law or raising ma- 
jor health questions. It's 
become a boom industry, 
especially in the United 
States. 

Recreational marijuana is 
still illegal in Thailand, and 
can ear you a fine and 
time in jail, even though 
drug laws have been liber- 
alized in the past few years. 
Cannabis is regulated for 
medicinal use, and individ- 
uals are allowed to grow a 
small number of plants for 
their own consumption. 
Thailand last December 
became the first country In 
Southeast Asia to remove 
specific parts and extracts 
of cannabis from its con- 





U.S., 6 other nations urge tight ban on 
arms sales fo Myanmar 


By GRANT PECK 

BANGKOK (AP) — The 
United States and six other 
nations issued a joint state- 
ment Friday calling on the 
international §&community 
to suspend all assistance 
to Myanmar's military, and 
expressing grave concern 
over reports of human 
rights abuses by Its security 
forces. 

The statement comes as 
fears of an escalation of 
violence grow in the South- 
east Asian nation, whose 
army Is attempting to crush 
an increasingly active 


armed opposition move- 
ment seeking to end miili- 
tary rule. 

“We are concerned about 
allegations of weapons 
stockpiling and attacks by 
the military, including shell- 
ing and airstrikes, use of 
heavy weapons, and the 
deployment of thousands 
of troops accompanying 
what security forces assert 
are counter-terrorism op- 
erations, which are dispro- 
portionately impacting ci- 
vilians," the statement said. 
It said the rights violations 
include "credible reports 


of sexual violence and tor- 
ture,, and highlighted the 
country's northwest, where 
tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have been reported to 
have been displaced by 
government attacks. 

The countries issuing the 
statement -- the U.S., Aus- 
tralia, Canada, New Zea- 
land, Norway, South Korea 
and the United Kingdom -- 
already have embargoed 
arms sales to Myanmar, 
whose army seized power 
from the elected govern- 
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi 
in February. J 


Associated Press 


trolled narcotics list, and 
in February this year al- 
lowed them fo be used in 
foods and beverages. The 
amount of THC in the CBD 
oroduct must not exceed 
0.2% of its total weight, vir- 
tually eliminating the possi- 
bility of getting high. 

Cannabis products even 
before being decriminal- 
ized had become a cot- 
tage industry in Thailand, 





but their adoption by The 
Pizza Company -- oper- 
ated by Minor Food Group, 
a subsidiary of the Stock Ex- 
change of Thailand-listed 
Minor International -- boosts 
them into the commercial 
big-time. 

Crazy Happy Pizza has 
been available at all of The 
Pizza Company's branches 
in Thailand, but sales have 
been lackluster, according 
to Panusak. It has faced 
several handicaps -- if can- 
not legally be advertised 
or sola to anyone under 
the age of 12. He estimates 
that when the company 
ends its sales promotion 
on Tuesday, it will have to 
throw away about a fifth of 
the cannabis leaves it ac- 
quired. 

‘| don't think the market is 
ready for cannabis prod- 
ucts yet. We knew this since 
the beginning," said Panu- 
sak. "We only wanted to be 
the first mover to launch 
something new and inno- 
vative in the market." He 
cited durian pizza, incor- 
porating the exotic and 
pricey tropical Asian fruit 
known for ifs pungent smell, 
as another example of his 
company's innovations.LJ 
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ORANJESTAD - Aruba Aijr- 
port Authority N.V. (AAA), 
the company that manages 
and operates Aeropuerto 
Internacional Reina Beatrix 
(AUA Airport) informs all US 
departing passengers that 
starting December 1, 2021 
AUA Airport will introduce 
“Passenger Flow Control” 
at the check in terminal for 
all passengers to the USA. 


Based on agreements 
made by the Aruban Gov- 
ernment with the US CBP in 
Washington recently, on- 
going construction actfivi- 
ties in the terminal building 
and also Covid restrictions, 
AUA Airport has created a 
staged approach to allow 
passengers to enter the 
check in facilities and the 
terminal for processing. 


Aruba Airport Departure Check-in Times Quadrant by Group. 


GROUP 
DEPARTURE TIME. 





For check-in times, please maintain this at 3 hours prior scheduled departure time. 
Period December 1, 2021 — March 12, 2022. 
if flight is delayed, please maintain your scheduled departure time. 


The Passenger Flow Con- 
trol concept entails that 
passenger are allowed fo 
enter the check in facilities 
based on separate groups 
(Yellow, Blue and Orange} 
established by the sched- 
uled = airline departure 
times. Passengers will thus 
receive a dedicated times- 
lot to enter the terminal as 
indicated in table below. 

This dedicated — timeslot 


is determined for visitors 
based on the information 
provided in the ED (Elec- 
tronic Disembarkation) 
Card where information 
on the departure flight will 
also have to be submitted. 
Residents travelling out of 
Aruba to the US should take 
their scheduled departure 
time into account to deter- 
mine at what time they are 
allowed to check-in (not 


earlier than 3 hours before 
that time of departure). The 
Passenger Flow Control Is 
introduced with the inten- 
tion to prevent passengers 
arriving (too) early at AUA 
Airport for check-in. This will 
be in place for the winter 
season starting Decem- 
ber 1, 2021, until March 12, 
2072; 

AVA Airport will have am- 
bassadors at the entry 
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doors to actively control 
the time slots per passen- 
ger. Early passengers will 
have to wait outside for 
their correct time slot. 

With this Passenger Flow 
Control AUA Airoort hopes 
to better manage the pro- 
cessing of passengers at 
the different check points 
inside the terminal areas 
and therefore also con- 
tribute to shorter lines and 
waiting times resulting in a 
much safer environment 
and better service levels for 
all passengers. AAA counts 
on the active participation 
and control of all stake- 
holders in this process to 
ensure that passengers are 
dropped off at the airport 
“in time” as per their as- 
signed time slots for check- 
in of flights to the US.L) 





a? Covid - fest 
Test Center 
(Aruba == 8 
oe 5 ' s 





PALM BEACH - Don’t spend a sin- 
gle moment of your long awaited 
holiday in Aruba thinking about 
your return testing. The Covid Test 
Center Aruba located at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall is your travel ally. 
Just sit back and relax knowing 
that, when the time comes, their 
professional staff will make _ this 
process a breeze for you. No need 
to make an appointment or dread 
the nasal swab; you'll be done with 
it in a matter of minutes and back 
to fun stuff. 


Some regions require proof or certi- 
fication of negative COVID-19 sta- 
tus before allowing people into or 
out of the country. With rules and 
guidelines varying greatly from 
country to country, the safest ap- 
proach Is to have recent proof you 
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are COVID-19 negative before 
you get to the airport. Covid Test 
Center @ Paseo provides both PCR 
and Antigen type testing with re- 
sults within hours; and both are ac- 
cepted by the CDC. 

Covid Test Center @ Paseo is con- 
veniently located at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall in the heart of the 
Palm Beach Strip and right across 
from the Playa Linda and Holiday 
Inn hotels; only two doors from 
T.G.l. Friday’s. We are open seven 
days a week, between 9 am and 
9 pm. This gives you the choice to 
walk in when it better suits you. It 
can be at the start or at the end of 
your day. No appointment need- 
ed here. 


The friendly technicians at Covid 
Test Center @ Paseo will take your 


ya 


information as we are aware it Is 
imperative that this shows accu- 
rately on the results. For a seam- 
less process, please verify that you 
have provided the correct email 
to deliver the certificate. Said cer- 
tificate can be printed at our of- 
fices should you wish to do so. 


We understand that nobody enjoys 
doing a nasal swab. That is why we 
take pride in our reputation of be- 
ing the gentlest swabbers on the 
island. First, we will not rush you just 
to go to the next in line. Through 
clear given instructions we want 
you to feel comfortable. When 
you are ready, we will promptly 
but tenderly take a proper sample. 
Many elsewhere traumatized peo- 
ple praise the difference it makes 
to test with us. Forget about count- 





ing hours before your flight, our 
turnaround Is fast! For travel to the 
US, for example, a day before will 
suffice. A great game plan is to test 
first, Then head out for an evening 
of dining, shopping and enftertain- 
ment at the Paseo Herencia Mall, 
home of the water and lights show 
in the evenings. By the time you 
are back at the hotel, your results 
will be ready in your inbox. 


A PCR test costs $75 and results are 
ready the next day, while Antigen 
test costs $35 with same day results. 
If you are staying at an off-high-rise 
area property, you can benefit 
from the free parking our custom- 
ers receive at the mall lof.). 


For more information follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.LJ 
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PALM BEACH —A true once-in-a-lifetime experience is 
coming up. The stage: an Aruban cunucu house creat- 
ing a magical ambiance. The play: The Chef’s Garden; a 
6-course culinary voyage and French-Asian gastronomic 
ecstasy by Dutch top chef Martijn Liebregts on Wednes- 
days. You will leave this culinary Garden of Eden in an en- 
chanted state creating a memory that will last a lifetime. 
Be sure to reserve this opportunity before others do. This 
production is presented to you by Papillon Restaurant. 


Sometimes combining the best of the best is a matter 
of all things falling into place. Every Wednesday from 
7om you are welcomed to enter a world where food Is 
a passion. Papillon Restaurant presents their guest chef 
Liebregts- who will be on the island for a limited time pe- 
riod - and with The Chef’s Garden menu being a fresh 
concept on the island, we're sure you will fall completely 
in love with this. 


A bit about Martijn 

Liebregts is the perfect example of when career and pas- 
sion come together. He earned his sourts at Amber, one 
of the best French fine dining restaurants Hong Kong has 
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Papillon Restaurant presents: 
Chef's Garden, culinary magic by 
European top chef in a romantic garden 






to offer, with 2 Michelin-stars and ranked 
as the 24th best restaurant in the world. 
Amber has been the place where he got 
inspired by the use of Asian ingredients 
orepared in a classical French way which 
is still the base of his nowadays cooking 
style. Moving back to Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands, he joined the team of former 
Bib Gourmand restaurant “Wilde Zwijnen”, 
which was awarded the title “The New 
Dutch Cuisine” by the New York Times. He 
has been there and done it all around the 
world. 


The menu Is carefully done with local prod- 
ucts, fresh and perfectly matched with 
a selection of wines by local sommeliers. 
Diet options are available; please inform 
them when you make your reservation. 


The Secret Garden & Papillon 

This is an in-home dining experience where 
you will feel you are part of an exclusive 
setting. Private culinary events are the 
owner's specialty and their lush, tropical 
garden is also inviting for you to relax and 
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indulge in hours of authentic culinarian 
delights, a heaven to foodies. For more 
than a decade, Papillon restaurant has 
built a reputation with the fusion of clas- 
sic French cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean 
flavors. They know how fo thrill and in col- 
laboration with The Secret Garden we can 
only expect phenomenal. LJ 


For reservations: 

Call or WhatsApp: +297 699 5400 
Email: info@papillonaruba.com 
Facebook Papillon Aruba 
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Aruba’'s underwater wonderland 


ders is something you should definitely do dur- 
ing your stay in Aruba. The underwater world 
has everything to offer that makes a snorkel 
trip so exceptional; an impressive, colorful sea 
life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral 
reef. The historic shipwrecks, located on the 
Aruban seabed are also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beaches and blue oceans, 
which means there are many fascinating under 
water spots, where you can take your snorkel- 
ing gear and we selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 

Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Pa- 
piamento is together with Dutch the official lan- 
guage spoken on Aruba. The beach is called 
Tres Trapi because it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a small 
rocky beach, located on the north-western 
side of the island, approximately 5 to 10 minute 
drive from Palm Beach. From the unique steps 
you can easily walk over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue ocean. While snorkel- 
ing you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes 
and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in 
the Aruban waters is the red cushion sea star. 
This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 






shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you 
are lucky during your snorkeling visit to Tres Tra- 
pi, YoU May come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Resoect the animal, keep your distance 
and enjoy the view. Also remember; If is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 

Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 
in Hamburg, Germany. Antilla came to Aruba, 
because it had to find a neutral port. When 
Germany invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 
1940, the crew decided to let their own ship 
sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands 
of the Dutch Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in 
Malmok bay, and the sunken word war two ship 
is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, the shio wreck can 
only be reached by boat. The ship is visible from 
the surface and during your snorkeling trio you 
be surrounded by hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the shio wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 

Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is located on the southern 
part of the island. On the way to the famous 
beach, you will drive through the old capital of 
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Aruba, San Nicolas. The old Aruban culture can 
be still felf and experienced here, so do not hes- 
itate to get out of your car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a child friendly beach, 
since if is shallow and the water has a pleas- 
ant temperature. The name therefore fits well 
with the beach. Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to 
go with small children, because the water re- 
mains shallow and there are still many Under- 
water wonders to see. In the ocean there Is an 
area marked until where it is recommended to 
snorkel and on the beach you will find different 
facilities. It is a perfect beach to soend your day 
snorkeling and relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 

Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on 
the southern-west part of the island. The beach 
is different from the other beaches in Aruba; It Is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach 
by a bridge through the mangroves and then 
you will have several entrances to the sea. 
There are diverse spots where you can enjoy a 
perfect beach day, wooden stairs made to en- 
ter the water and a dock fo sif on and enjoy the 
view. Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the 
snorkeling experience. Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside 
the bay is a bit more challenging for beginners 
because of the wind and the waves, but the 
coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.L) 





Prohibited by law: 


Tourist leaving the island with seashells, white sand and corals 


ORANJESTAD — For the 


shells, whiste sand and cor- 


cal law which protects our 


in order to protect our envi- 


ing these to our tourist. We 


last months the customs 
department at the airport 
intercepted many tourists 
leaving the island with sea- 


als as souvenies. 


Conform the international 
treaty of CITES and our lo- 


The only bingo game on the island that 
offers Progressive Jackpot in all games! 


SCAN THE GA CODE TO PURCHASE 
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www.stellariscasina.com 


Flora & Fauna, if is com- 
pletetly prohibited to take 
any seashell, sand and 
coral outside of Aruba, this 





ronment. The high amount 
of seashell, sand and corals 
confiscated is very strange 
and It is susoected that our 
own locals are the once 
selling these to the tourists, 
which is unacceptable. 


Upon confiscation at the 
airport the tourist also fac- 
es a fine that they have to 
pay before leaving. This Is 
surely not a pleasant ex- 
perience for the tourist. This 
also leads to a negative re- 
action which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Let's all give nature the 
respect it deserves by pro- 
tecting our environment. 
Stop collecting seashells, 
white sand and corals from 
our shores and stop sell- 


want our future genera- 
tions and visitors to enjoy 
the beauty of our beaches, 
shells and corals. Let's alll 
protect what is ours!(_) 
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So you want a new job? Here's how fo retrain 


By ANNA HELHOSKI of 
NerdWallet 

The tens of millions of work- 
ers who have left their jobs 
in the "Great Resignation’ 
— 4.4 million in September 
alone, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
— won't necessarily need 
to retrain before they land 
their next job. But those 
who want a new career en- 
tirely may find little financial 
helo and social support to 
acquire the skills they need 
for the future, labor experts 
Say. 

Erin Hatton, associate pro- 
fessor of sociology at the 
University at Buffalo in New 
York, says the pandemic 
caused especially difficult 
conditions for consumer- 
facing workers, including 
risk of COVID-19 exposure 
and the responsibility to en- 
force mask compliance on 
customers, which created 
an ‘undue burden on work- 
ers they're just not willing to 
deal with." 
Pandemic-weary workers 
are questioning the value 
of their jobs, Hatton says, 
and this self-reflection may 
stir workers to switch fields 
—or at least atfempt fo. 
"That can be easier said 
than done,” she says. 'Fig- 
uring out how to get the 
training required to do that 
can be tricky." 

But will the “Great Resig- 
nation" lead to a "great 
retraining’ for workers who 
want to access jobs with 
better pay, benefits and 
working Conditions? 

It's doubtful, say experts like 
Anthony Carnevale, direc- 
tor of the Georgetown Uni- 
versity Center on Educa- 
tion and the Workforce. He 
chalks it Up to this: The U.S. 
isn't very good at retraining 
workers. 

WHY YOU MAY NEED TO 
RESKILL TO GET A NEW CA- 
REER 

Changing careers often 
requires a new credential 
(a degree or certificate), 
meaning you'll need some 
tyoe of higher education. 
Employers across labor sec- 
tors require workers to have 
certain credentials, even in 
fields that used to be ac- 
cessible without one. 
Consider, for example, 
auto mechanics. Car- 
nevale says this profession 
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now requires a greater 
need for skilling, or train- 
ing, in both mechanics and 
electronics. 

"It used to be you flip open 
the hood on your car 
and you could get out a 
wrench and fiddle with this 
and that, but you can't do 
that anymore, Carnevale 
says. ‘There really is an in- 
crease in skill requirements 
because of many reasons, 
but largely it's tech-based." 
NUMEROUS OBSTACLES TO 
RETRAINING 

Hatton says "changing ca- 
reers in a significant way" 
is particularly challenging 
for those who lack the time 
and money fo train in a 
new field while balancing 
obligations like paying rent 
or a mortgage. Elder care 
and child care can also in- 
crease the burden. 
Retraining challenges are 
largely due to a lack of so- 
cial support, and the onus Is 
on the individual to figure it 
out on their own, says Katie 
Spiker, managing director 
of government affairs for 
the National Skills Coali- 
tion, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion that aims to raise skills 
of American workers across 
industries. 


She and other experts say 
federal investments and 
policies are crucial to solv- 
ing Unemployment, which 
has yet to reach pre-pan- 
demic lows, and get work- 
ers reskilled. 

"We have a history of see- 
ing really strong outcomes 
for workers when they can 
access skills retraining to 
meet demands in their lo- 
cal area," Spiker says. She 
adds that additional sup- 
port helps, as well, includ- 
ing access to child care 
and help with basic needs. 
YOUR OPTIONS FOR RE- 
TRAINING 

Don't give up hope for a 
better job, but know that 
the road ahead Is not nec- 
essarily easy. 

When considering your 
options, you'll want to ask 
yourself whether the job ex- 
ists in the area where you 
need to be, want to be or 
can be, says Pamela Egan, 
director of the Labor Man- 
agement-Partnerships Pro- 
gram for the University of 
California, Berkeley Labor 
Center. 

Start with your state's work- 
force develooment invest- 
ment board, which pro- 
vides information about 


A hiring sign is placed at a booth for prospective employers during a job fair Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021, in the West Hollywood 


training opportunities, Egan 
suggests. She says the sys- 
tem has its flaws, but It's 
accessible fo all since it's 
funded with public money. 
Your state might also have 
“high-road training partner- 
ships " between high-quali- 
ty employers in a particular 
job market and workforce 
education and _ training 
programs, Egan says. 

Your ability to successfully 
enter a new field will de- 
pend on what programs of 
study are available — and 
whether you can pay for 
them. Additional options 
for retraining include: 

— Employers that provide 
training. Yvette Lee, an HR 
knowledge advisor with 
the Society for Human Re- 
source Management, says 
employers are using many 
approaches to train work- 
ers fo fill soots, including on- 
the-job training and provid- 
ing tuition assistance. 

— Traditional college or 
graduate school. The Col- 
lege Scorecard, a data 
tool from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education, allows 
users to evaluate college 
programs and includes in- 
formation on graduation 
rates, costs, debt and stu- 
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dent outcomes. 

— Community. college 
programs. Public two-year 
schools are typically eli- 
gible for student aid and 
provide career training 
programs and associate's 
degrees. The programs are 
inexpensive and eligible for 
federal aid. 

— Trade schools and short- 
term certificate programs. 
Trade schools may be the 
fastest and most-stream- 
lined option to get reskilled 
and go from credential to 
licensing to job. But schools 
vary in quality and out- 
comes and can also be 
pricey or ineligible for finan- 
cial aid. College Scorecard 
includes training program 
s that accept Pell Grants 
and participate in federal 
workforce develooment 
programs.L] 
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U2's Edge leading rock memorabilia 
sale to help musicians 





U2 guitarist The Edge wears a Music First T-shirt as he performs 
during the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival in New Or- 
leans on April 29, 2006. 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — When 
The Edge saw the Rolling 
Stones perform recently, his 
mask allowed him to go un- 
recognized as he watched 
guitarist Ron Wood from 
the front row. 

| have to say one of the 
benefits of mask wearing is 
it's like a cloaking device if 
you're a famous face," the 
U2 guitarist recently told 
The Associated Press while 
promoting his Music Rising 
charity and its Dec. 11 auc- 
tion of famous guitars and 
other rock memorabilia to 
support New Orleans musi- 
cians hit hard by the pan- 
demic. 

"Ronnie has donated a 
beautiful guitar to our QuUc- 
tion. So, | was so stoked," he 
sald. 

Founded by Edge and 
producer Bob Ezrin, the 
charity was started in 2005 
after Hurricane Katrina as 
a means of replacing in- 
struments lost in the flood. 
Once the pandemic set it, 
it found a new mission. 

“We want fo try and rees- 
tablish the live music scene 
where it's suffered a kind of 
major setback. So back In 
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Couple services 
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oost-Katrina, we were re- 
placing instruments. Now 
we're not being that spe- 
cific. We're actually willing 
to just fund people's liveli- 
hoods," Edge said. 

Two of Edge's guitars that 
he's played extensively on 
tour with U2 will be among 
those sold, including the in- 
strument he calls the “One.” 
"It's a beautiful Les Paul and 
it's actually a music rising 
Les Paul, part of ... a limited 
edition of 300." 

The other is a custom de- 
signed Fender Stratocaster 
used while on tour to per- 
form "Bad" and "Still Haven't 
Found I'm Looking For." 
"They are real serious Qui- 
tars that I've spent a lot of 
time playing and they'll — 
they'll be missed." 

Others donating guitars 
include Slash, Lou Reed, 
Steve Miller, and a bass 
from Paul McCartney. Dur- 
ing the interview Edge held 
Up a vintage photograph 
of McCartney playing the 
donated guitar in a stu- 
dio while Stevie Wonder 
played the drums. 

"This is two of my great he- 
roes in the one shot and 
that bass guitar is going to 
be in the auction." 
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Ezrin, who has produced 
a litany of classic rock art- 
ist from Alice Cooper and 
Aerosmith to Pink Floyd 
and Kiss. Each has donated 
memorabilia to the auc- 
tion. But Ezrin says guitarist 
Paul Stanley personally had 
to search for his donation. 
“Paul Stanley going down 
to the warehouse to find 
the guitar because his Qui- 
tar tech had passed away 
from COVID, as a matter 
of fact, and he had to go 
himself to go find the guitar 
that he wanted to give us," 
Ezrin said. 

Some of the offerings are 
currently on display at Van 
Eaton Galleries in the Sher- 
man Oaks neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. 

"We feel like this is a good 
moment as venues are just 
beginning to start fo open 
Up again to give these 
musicians the chance to 
get their equipment back 
in place and get playing 
again," he said, noting that 
many musicians had fo sell 
their instruments to survive. 
As for U2, Edge says the 
band has no plans to go 
back on the road. That's 
been fine by him since he's 
been in a "songwriting and 
the compositional" phase 
that coincided with the 
lockdown and pandemic. 
‘lam suffering a little from 
survivors guilt because, 
you know, we didn't have 
to cancel tours,” he said. 
"We didn't have anything 
public that we were plan- 
ning for this period. And 
it's just forced me to be 
at home working on new 
songs, which is exactly 
what | needed to do." 
When U2 does hit the road, 
he said he wants to make 
sure its safe for fans. He dif- 
fers from other musicians 
like Eric Clapton, Van Mor- 
rison and Travis Tritt, who 
have resisted efforts by 
venues requiring proof of 
vaccination or proof of a 
negative COVID test. 

"| find it very hard to fathom 
why you would be against 
it," he said. While there's no 
plans for the next U2 tour, 
Edge said he ‘there's no 
question in my mind that 
that's how, how we should 
deal with this. L) 
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Richard Ill archaeologists strike again with 
Roman mosaic 


By PAN PYLAS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — A team 
of archaeologists from the 
University of Leicester in 
central England certainly 
appear to have the golden 
touch. 

Nearly a decade on from 
Uncovering the remains 
of King Richard Ill Under 
a car park near Leicester 
Cathedral, the university's 
archaeological team have 
Unearthed a Roman mo- 
saic featuring the great 
Greek hero of Achilles in 
battle with brave Hector 
during the Trojan War — 
this time in a farmer's field 
about 160 kilometers (100 
miles) north of London. 

The mosaic is the first de- 
piction ever found in the 
U.K. of events from Homer's 
classic ‘The lliad." 

John Thomas, deputy direc- 
tor of University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services 
and project manager on 
the excavations, said the 
mosaic says a lot about the 
person who commissioned 
it in the late Roman period, 
between the 3rd and 4th 
century. 

"This is someone with a 
knowledge of the clas- 
sics, Who had the money 
to commission a piece of 
such detail, and it's the very 
first depiction of these sto- 
ries that we've ever found 
in Britain," he said. "This is 
certainly the most exciting 
Roman mosaic discovery in 
the U.K. in the last century." 
In light of ifs rarity and im- 
portance, Britain's Depart- 
ment of Culture, Media and 
Sport on Thursday granted 
the mosaic the country's 
oldest form of heritage pro- 
tection. 

It is now a scheduled mon- 
Ument, which makes it a 
criminal offense for anyone 
to go digging around the 
site or even metal-detect- 
INg. 

"By protecting this site we 
are able to continue learn- 
ing from it, and look forward 
to what future excavations 
may teach us about the 
people who lived there 
over 1,500 years ago,” said 
Duncan Wilson, chief ex- 
ecutive of Historic England. 
The mosaic in the county of 
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Services shows a Roman mosaic unique to Britain and depicting one of the most famous battles 


of the Trojan War. 


Rutland was found by Jim 
Irvine, whose father Brian 
Naylor owns the land, in 
the midst of last year's lock- 
down during excavations 
of an elaborate villa com- 
plex made up of a host of 
structures and other build- 
ings. Irvine then notified the 
authorities, leading to an 
excavation by the univer- 
sity's archaeological team. 
He described how what 
started as ‘a _ ramble 
through the fields with the 
family" led to the "incred- 
ible discovery.’ 

‘The last year has been a 
total thrill fo have been in- 
volved with," he said. 

The archaeologists discov- 
ered remains of the mo- 
saic, measuring 11 meters 
(36 feet) by almost 7 meters 
(22.9 feet). Human remains 
were also discovered in the 











rubble covering the mo- 
saic and are thought to 
have been interred after 
the building was no longer 
occupied. 

The dig, which remains on 
private land, has now been 
back-filed to protect the 
site and work will continue 
to potentially turn over the 
field to grassland to lower 
the risk of future damage 
from ploughing. 

There's little time for the 
team at the university to 
rest up following their latest 
excavation success. In Jan- 
uary, they are due fo start 
digging near Leicester Ca- 
thedral, in what is expect- 
ed to be the city's deep- 
est ever excavation, in the 
hope of finding long-lost 
treasures from medieval 
times and ancient times. 
The team is best-known for 
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its search of the lost grave 
of Richard Ill, which began 
in August 2012. In February 
of the following year, the 
University announced that 
they had found the remains 
of England's last Plantagen- 
et king and the last English 
monarch to have died on 
the battlefield. He died in 
1485.) 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 


el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Mikaela Shift 


By DANIELLA MATAR 
Associated Press 

With the Alpine skiing World 
Cup returning to North 
America for the first time in 
two years, Mikaela Shiffrin 
can't wait to race in front of 
a home crowd again. 

This weekend's two races in 
Killington, Vermont, are the 
only women's World Cup 
events on American snow 
this season and for Shiffrin 
there is both a personal 
Unbeaten streak and an 
all-time record on the line. 
She has won all four previ- 
ous World Cup slalom races 
in Killington and the event 
had become a bit of an- 
nual signpost for Shiffrin be- 
fore they were canceled 
last year because of the 
pandemic. 

‘| don't know how to quan- 
tify it, but it doesn't feel like 
the season has officially 
started without Killington,” 
Shiffrin said. "To have that 
first race or the beginning- 
of-the-season races in the 
US., thats been a huge 
hallmark of every season 
that I've ever had.’ 

This season officially began 
in Sdlden, Austria, in Oc- 
tober, and Shiffrin already 
shares the lead in the over- 
all World Cup standings 
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United States' Mikaela Shiffrin smiles as she celebrates her second place during an alpine ski, 


World Cup women's slalom in Levi, Finland, Sunday, Nov. 21, 2021. 


with Slovakia's Petra Viho- 
va, with both on 260 points 
after the first four races. 

IN Killington there is a gi- 
ant slalom scheduled for 
Saturday and a_esialom 
on Sunday, where Shiffrin 
can match yet another re- 
cord. The two-time Olym- 
pic champion has won 45 


World Cup slaloms, leaving 
her one short of the record 
for most wins in a single 
discipline, set by Swedish 
great Ingemar Stenmark 
with 46 giant slalom victo- 
ries in the 1970s and ‘80s. 

While the 26-year-old Shif- 
frin hails from Vail, Colo- 
rado, she can almost con- 
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sider Killington a hometown 
race as she honed her skills 
nearby at the Burke Moun- 
tain Academy as a teen- 
ager. 

"It's really exciting, probably 
because | soent so much 
time in the East Coast and 
| know how passionate 
oeople are about the sport 
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there," Shiffrin said. "We 
definitely missed it last year 
and it's very exciting to be 
looking forward to it this 
year again." 

Shiffrin won the season- 
opening giant slalom World 
Cup in Sdlden but finished 
second to Vihova — her 
biggest rival — in both the 
slalom races in Levi, Finland 
last week. 

Both Shiffrin and Vihova 
skioped a parallel event in 
Austrid. 

Shiffrin's success has come 
despite an ongoing strug- 
gle with back pain that has 
interfered with her training 
schedule. And that could 
affect her this weekend 
TOO. 

“She's had huge success 
in the slalom, and knock 
on wood | think she's won 
it every time they've put 
it on (in Killington). But she 
definitely has something 
to prove with that GS hill,” 
said Shiffrin's coach, Mike 
Day. "With a back. injury 
shortly after Sdlden, we 
havent been able to pro- 
duce any GS volume at all. 
... SO We'll be, | guess, run- 
ning on fumes, so fo say, 
as far as GS goes. But we'll 
see what she's able to put 
together.) 





Fit fo be tied: Rare 3-way gold finish in World Cup skeleton 





Kelly Curtis of the United States competes in the women's Skel- 
eton World Cup race in Igls, near Innsbruck, Austria, Friday, Nov. 


26, 2021. 


IGLS, Austria (AP) — China 
won. So did Britain. So did 
Germany. 

And with that, the World 
Cup skeleton circuit had a 
race unlike any other in its 
history. 

Geng Wengiang gave Chi- 
na its first World Cup skele- 
ton win on Friday — part of 
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a historic three-way tie for 
the top spot. Geng, Britain's 
Matt Weston and Germa- 
ny's Christopher Grotheer 
all finished two runs in 1 
minute, 46.04 seconds. 

There had never been a 
three-way tie for the win 
in any World Cup skeleton 
race since the sport was 


added to the circuit in 1986. 
It's the best feeling," 
Weston said. 

Weston was Britain's _ first 
World Cup men's skeleton 
race winner since Kristian 
Bromley in January 2008. 
Grotheer is the two-time 
defending world cham- 
pion, though this was only 
the second World Cup 
race win of his career. And 
Geng's first win came in 
his 20th career World Cup 
Start, plus ensured that he'll 
be considered a medal fa- 
vorite at the Beijing Olym- 
pics in February. 

The Chinese have never 
been a major player in the 
sliding sports, which have 
traditionally been dominat- 
ed by European and North 
American countries. Geng 
joined the World Cup clir- 
cuit in 2017, with hopes of 
finding his stride in time for 
the 2022 Games. 

For the Americans in the 


men's skeleton race, It was 
the end of a wild week. 
Austin Florian was 20th and 
John Daly finished 27th, 
capping a week where 
both tested positive for 
COVID-19 and weren't sure 
if they would be allowed 
to compete. Florian was 
cleared to race on Thurs- 
day; Daly wasnt cleared 
Until 20 minutes before Fri- 
day morning's race time. 
They needed the race to 
accumulate points toward 
Olympic qualification. The 
U.S. will nominate its Olym- 
pic skeleton team in mid- 
January, and qualification 
is largely based on interna- 
tional point standings. 

It's been a really stressful 
week, USA Skeleton coach 
Tuffy Latour said. "We didn't 
know if it had spread to 
anyone else on the team, 
and if or when Austin and 
John would be able fo 
race. Austin was able to 


get one day of training, 
and John didn't have any 
days of training this week. 
I'm glad they were able to 
race today, and that we're 
able to move forward after 
a really hard week." 

In the women's race later 
Friday, Russia's Elena Niki- 
tina got the win with a two- 
run time of 1:47.83. Kimber- 
ley Bos of the Netherlands 
was second in 1:48.03, and 
Italy's Valentina Margaglio 
got her first World Cup in- 
dividual medal by finishing 
third in 1:48.28. 

Nikitina and Bos have been 
first and second, respec- 
tively, in both races so far 
this season. There was an- 
other tie, too — but only 
for seventh. Megan Henry 
was the top U.S. finisher, 
sharing seventh place with 
Austria's Janine Flock. Katie 
Uhlaender was ninth for the 
U.S., and Kelly Curtis took 
14th for the Americans.L] 
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By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 
Close games and unpre- 
dictable outcomes have 
been a staple this NFL sea- 
son. 

Thanksgiving Day was the 
latest example. 

The Bears beat the Lions 
on a last-second field goal. 
The Raiders upset the Cow- 
boys on a field goal in over- 
time. 

The league and the net- 
works must love If, and fans 
stay entertained. 

Going into Thursday, the 
23 games decided by a 
winning score on the final 
play were the most such 
games through Week 11 in 
league history. Victories by 
Chicago and Las Vegas in- 
creased that total to 25. 

So far, 39 games have 
been decided by a game- 
winning score in the final 
two minutes of regulation 
or in overtime. 

Thrilling finishes are exciting 
for everyone except writers 
who have to rewrite their 
stories at the end of games. 
There's more parity now 
than anytime in recent 
years, and it's a wide-open 
race to the Big Game. 

Last week, three teams 
without a winning record 
beat a club that was in first 
place or tied for first. Since 
Week 9, that's now hap- 
pened 12 times. 

Each team in both the AFC 
West and AFC North cur- 
rently has a winning record. 
At least 10 teams have a 
legitimate shot to reach 
the Super Bowl. There's only 
about seven that dont 
have a real chance fo 
make the playoffs. 

Here's a look at 10 clubs, 
In no particular order, who 
have the best chance to 
be in Los Angeles for Super 
Bowl 56. 


DALLAS COWBOYS: De- 
spite two. straight losses, 
the Cowboys (7-4) have 


shown they have plenty of 
firepower — Dak Prescott 
leads the league's No. 1 of- 
fense — and an improved 
defense. They were missing 
wide receiver Amari Coo- 
per the past two games 
after he tested positive for 
COVID-19, and didn't have 
wideout CeeDee Lamb in 
Q 36-33 overtime loss to the 
Raiders because of a con- 
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Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) carries against New Orleans Saints cornerback P.J. Wil- 
liams in the second half of an NFL football game in New Orleans, Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021. 
Associated Press 


cussion. Dallas faces only 
one team that currently 
has a winning record over 
its last six games. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS: If 
Aaron Rodgers is healthy, 
the Packers (8-3) should 
be playing in late January 
with an opportunity to ex- 
tend their season to Febru- 
ary. But Rodgers is nursing 
a fractured toe and the 
team is missing several key 
players because of injuries, 
including offensive _ line- 
men David Bakhtiari, Elg- 
ton Jenkins and Josh Myers, 
linebacker Za'Darius Smith, 
cornerback Jaire Alexan- 
der and tight end Robert 
Tonyan. Green Bay has a 
tough matchup at home 
Sunday against the Rams. 
The Packers also still have 
to face the Ravens on the 
road and host the Browns 
and Vikings. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS: 
Tom Brady is having an 
MVP-type season at age 44 
and the defending cham- 
pion Buccaneers (7-3) are 
in control of the NFC South 
so they probably won't 
have to take the wild-card 
route the way they did last 
season. The offense still isn't 
clicking completely and a 
defense that has been rav- 
aged by injuries isn't play- 
ing like the one that shut 
down Patrick Mahomes 
and the Chiefs in the Super 
Bowl last season. The Bucs 
have a tough road game 
Sunday at Indianapolis and 


host Buffalo next month 
before finishing with four 
games against teams that 
have losing records as of 
now. If they can secure the 
No. 1 seed, it would be a 
significant boost because 
they're 5-0 at home. 
ARIZONA CARDINALS: The 
NFC West-leading Car- 
dinals (9-2) will be atop 
the conference © stand- 
ings when they return from 
their bye next week. They 
showed their depth by win- 
ning two of the past three 
games without their two 
most prolific offensive play- 
makers: quarterback Kyler 
Murray and wideout DeAn- 
dre Hopkins. Arizona has a 
balanced offense and the 
league's fifth-ranked de- 
fense. Holding onto the top 
seed wont be easy, with 
games at home against the 
Rams and Colts and a road 
trio to Dallas still anead. 
LOS ANGELES RAMS: The 
Rams (7-3) have been all-in 
to win now with acquisitions 
of several high-profile stars 
from Matthew Stafford be- 
fore the season to Von Miller 
and Odell Beckham Jr. dur- 
ing the season. But follow- 
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ing a 7-1 start, they lost to 
the Titans and 49ers before 
a bye. They're underdogs 
Sunday at Lambeau Field 
and still have road games 
against the Cardinals, Ra- 
vens and Vikings. Still, even 
if they don't win the NFC 
West, the Rams have the 
talent to follow the same 
oath Tampa Bay took last 
year as a wild-card team. 

BUFFALO BILLS: A fashion- 
able pick fo win it all before 
the season, the Bills (7-4) 
have been wildly inconsis- 
tent. They lost to lowly Jack- 
sonville and were blown 
out at home by the Colts in 
the past three games be- 
fore rebounding with a 31-6 
win over the injury-deplet- 
ed Saints on Thursday night. 
All seven wins have come 
by at least a 15-point mar- 
gin. If Josh Allen plays down 
the stretch like the MVP 
candidate he was last sea- 
son, the Bills and their top- 
ranked defense can make 
those preseason prognosti- 
cators look smart. The AFC 
East will come down to the 
two games against the Pa- 
triots in December. Buffalo 
also has a tough one at 


Tampa. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS: 
After a one-year hiatus 
from the playoffs follow- 
ing Brady's departure, Bill 
Belichick has the Patriots 
(7-4) back in a familiar po- 
sition. Rookie quarterback 
Mac Jones has exceeded 
expectations and New 
England's stingy defense 
keeps the team in games. 
The Patriots have four dif- 
ficult games coming up, 
starting with Tennessee 
on Sunday. Their head-to- 
head games against the 
Bills will decide the division 
and they'll need to finish 
first to have a chance to 
go deep in the postseason. 
TENNESSEE TITANS: Before 
losing to the Texans, the 
Titans (8-3) had run off 
an impressive streak of six 
straight wins, including five 
in a row against teams 
that reached the playoffs 
in 2020. They'll miss Derrick 
Henry even more as the 
season goes on, especially 
if Ryan Tannehill plays like 
the guy who tossed four 
picks against Houston. With 
a sweep over the Colts, 
the Titans are in excel- 
lent shape to win the AFC 
South. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS: De- 
spite a slew of injuries to 
several starters, the Ravens 
(7-3) lead the AFC North 
and have a run game led 
by Lamar Jackson that's 
been a winning formula 
in December. The main 
concern for Baltimore is a 
Usually strong defense has 
struggled this season. 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS: Ma- 
homes and the Chiefs (7- 
4) are back on track after 
a rough start. They've won 
four In a row and have 
shown a ton of improve- 
ment on defense. Kansas 
City doesn't have an easy 
road to Its third straight AFC 
title. The final six games are 
against opponents that 
are .500 or better entering 
Week 12.) 
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